
Creating Web Browsable Zoomable Maps using GIMP, Wilbur 
and Deep Zoom Composer.

This is a quick tutorial on how to turn your maps and charts into a web based Google maps like 
zoombable image. I have been trying to do this for some time, and after delving into the Google 
Maps API, I thought; there has to be an easier way. Low and behold, Microsoft, in all their wisdom, 
have provided us with a fantastic free resource. I came across the SilverlightTM project and all its 
associated tools. One that caught my eye was the Deep Zoom ComposerTM, available to download 
for free at http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=24819.

So after several minutes messing about with some maps I had completed, I managed to create this; 
http://sixmitchells.co.uk/maps/Anguin/seadragonajax.html.

So here follows a very simple tutorial, I say simple, because the whole process in  Deep Zoom 
ComposerTM is very intuative and straightforward.

1. Ensure you have  Deep Zoom ComposerTM installed.
2. Create your map/chart (In fact anything that you want to make zoomable).
3. Make the image as large as you can, this will give you a greater depth of zoom when you 

come to view it.
4. Make it as high a resolution as you can, this will give you better results and the extents of 

zoom.
5. Add lots of detail for more effect.
6. Save your image to your hard drive.
7. Open Deep Zoom Composer.

8. You will be presented with the option to create a new project. Name it what you like. (I 
think though I have not tried it yet, you can import several transparent images, and stack 
them. Say you want to have contours, towns, roads etc.

http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=24819
http://sixmitchells.co.uk/maps/Anguin/seadragonajax.html


9. Click on the Add Image Button to import your image.

10. Click on the compose button
11. From here drag your image to the composition area. You dont have to be to exact, as you can 

reposition it once its there. You will also see it appear in the layers area.

12. Add your tags, menus, links etc, then click on the Export button.

13. Select Seadragon Ajax
Enter the name you wish to call it (this will also appear in the URL once the page has been 
created.
Enter the location where you wish to save the project and corresponding html and images.

14. Click on Export.
15. Hey presto, after a while depending upon your original image size, deep zoom will dice and 



slice your image, generate html javascript to finish off the process.
16. Once its all done you can preview in a browser, Look at the files its created or read the 

manual (maybe I should have done that first heheh).

17. That just leaves you to upload it to your web server, and let everyone of us see what you 
have done.

Im now going to have a play with the other options, see what I can do on top of what I have already 
discussed. 
Maybe if I have any success, I will write another comprehensive, tutorial like this one. 

I would love to see what you have done, so please post the links so we can all see you handywork

Pete
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