Cartographical Glossary

ait (or eyot) - a small river island

alas - steep-sided depression formed by the melting of permafrost; it may contain a lake.

alluvial fan - A broad, circular fan-shaped deposit of sediments found in deserts where erosional stream channels meet the valley floor and spread out, depositing the stream load.

archipelago - A large group of islands.

arete - thin, almost knife-like, ridge of rock which is typically formed when two glaciers erode parallel U-shaped valleys.

arroyo - A dry creek bed that fills with water after a heavy rain.

atoll - A circular coral reef that encloses a shallow lagoon.

ayre - body of water divided from the sea by a narrow bar of land

badlands - arid terrain where softer sedimentary rocks and clay-rich soils have been extensively eroded by wind and water.

Bahr - Sea

bank - 

barrier island - relatively narrow strips of sand that parallel the mainland coast

basin - almost landlocked body of water off an inlet or sound

bastion - A projecting part of a fortification

        - Upstanding rock feature, often with cliffs on at least one side and usually outlying a larger feature

bay - water partially enclosed by land with a wide mouth to the sea

    - area of land partially enclosed by woodland, that resembles in shape or formation a partially enclosed body of water.

Beacon. Conspicuous hill. 

berg - town

bight - bend or curve in shoreline

      - a wide bay formed by such a curve

block - small massif

blowhole - cave in a sea cliff which turns vertical, thusly spraying water into the air

blowout - sandy depressions in a sand dune ecosystem

Bluff. A headland or short terrace of cliff with a broad vertical or nearly vertical face, or a similar feature at the margin of a glacier or ice piedmont. 

bog -

boondock - slight rise in elevation found in vegetated sandy landscapes, wind causes erosion in the sand which is not held together by vegetation.

borg - town

braid - several weaving channels of a river (often creates a delta)

breakwater - A barrier that protects a harbor or shore from the full impact of waves.

brook - small freshwater stream

Buhiyra - Lake (Generally freshwater)

bulwark -   A wall or embankment raised as a defensive fortification; a rampart.

Burgh - districts inside cities that sometimes become independent, see also Burrough, Boro

burrow - 

butte - A butte is a flat-topped rock or hill formation with steep sides.

buttress - something shaped like a buttress, such as a projection from a mountainside

canal - A canal is a man-made waterway used for transportation or irrigation.

caldera - cauldron-like volcanic feature usually formed by the collapse of land following a volcanic eruption

canyon - A canyon is a deep valley with very steep sides - often carved from the Earth by a river.

cape - A point or head of land projecting into a body of water.

carg - A steep rugged mass of rock projecting upward or outward.

cataract - A large waterfall.

cave - A cave is a large hole in the ground or in the side of a hill or mountain

channel - A channel is a narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of water 

Chasm(s). Synonymous with large crevasse. 

chott - (Arabic) salt lake

cirque - A bowl-shaped depression on a mountain that is carved out by an Alpine glacier

citadel -   A fortress in a commanding position in or near a city.

cliff - A cliff is a steep face of rock and soil.

coast - 

Col. Depression in a range of hills or mountains generally forming a pass. 

Cone. Cone-shaped hill or nunatak. 

coral reef - 

Corridor. Linked mountain passes. 

Corrie. Synonymous with cirque. 

cove - A cove is small, horseshoe-shaped body of water along the coast; the water is surrounded by land formed of soft rock.

Crag. Steep, rugged rock, hill, mountain or nunatak. 

crater lake - a lake that forms in a volcanic crater, such as a maar, or in a caldera.

Creek. Properly a comparatively narrow, fresh or salt water inlet, tidal throughout its length, although the term is used synonymously with cove, or on land a stream. 

Crest(s). Top or summit applied to a hill, mountain or nunatak. 

Crevasse. Fissure formed in a glacier but not applied in place-names, cf. chasm.

cuspate forelands - Made out of sand and shingle, and later stabilised by vegetation, cuspate forelands are triangular-shaped accretions and extend seawards

dale - a valley, usually in an area of low hills

Defile. Narrow mountain pass. 

dell - small wooded valley

delta -   A usually triangular alluvial deposit at the mouth of a river

demense - the land around a mansion belonging to an estate

desert - area with very little rain

djebel - (Arabic) mountain

Dock. Properly an area of artificially enclosed water, but used in this work for a cove affording shelter and safe anchorage. 

Dome. Dome-shaped ice cap or snowfield or dome-shaped snow summit.

drumlin - mound of glacial drift; a hill.

dun - a hill, often with a fort

dune - A dune is a hill or a ridge made of sand. 

Edge. Steep or cliffed rock feature. 

endorheic basin - closed drainage basin that retains water and allows no outflow to other bodies of water

Entrance. Seaward end of a harbour, channel, strait or sound.

erg - An extensive area of desert covered with sand dunes.

Escarpment. Elongated and steep, or cliffed, rock feature marking a break in geological structure, cf. scarp. 

esker - long winding ridge of stratified sand and gravel

estuary - The part of the wide lower course of a river where its current is met by the tides

everglade - A tract of marshland, usually under water and covered in places with tall grass.

falls - 

feld - originally: open land. develped into: enclosed plot.

fen - low, flat, swampy land; a bog or marsh

fielf - 

Firth. Partly land-locked arm of the sea. 

flat - extensive level land

floodplain - flat or nearly flat land adjacent to a stream or river that experiences occasional or periodic flooding

Foothills. Relatively low elevations in a mountainous area. 

ford - A shallow place in a body of water

Foreland. Synonymous with headland.

forest - 

fort - 

fjord - A long, narrow, deep inlet of the sea between steep slopes.

gap - opening between mountains

gebirge - mountain in german

geyser - A geyser is a natural hot spring that occasionally sprays water and steam above the ground.

glacier - A glacier is a slowly moving river of ice.

Glacier tongue. An extension of a glacier or ice stream projecting seaward, usually afloat. 

glade - open area in a forest

glen - valley, typically one that is long, deep, and often glacially U-shaped; or one with a watercourse running through such a valley.

grove - A small wood or stand of trees lacking dense undergrowth.

gulch - a ravine

gulf - A large area of a sea or ocean partially enclosed by land, especially a long landlocked portion of sea opening through a strait

Gully. Glacier-worn or water-worn ravine in a hill or mountain side.

hahl - a nook

hamada - (Arabic) rocky plateau

hamlet - tiny village

hamm - enclosed land

hanging valley - tributary valley with the floor at a higher relief than the main channel into which it flows.

harbour - a sheltered port

headland - 

heafod - hill

heath - extensive tract of uncultivated open land covered with herbage and low shrubs

Heights. Relatively high hills or mountains. 

high island - an island of volcanic origin. The term is used to distinguish such islands from low islands, whose origin is due to sedimentation or uplifting of coral reefs.

Highland(s). Group of hills or mountains with glaciers or an undulating plateau. 

hill -

Holm. Small island near the mainland or near a large island. 

hoodoo - tall thin spire of rock that protrudes from the bottom of an arid drainage basin or badland.

Horn. Horn-shaped mountain or nunatak.

Ice barrier. Obsolete term for ice shelf or ice front. 

Ice cap. Dome-shaped glacier or small ice sheet usually covering a highland area. 

Icefall. Heavily crevassed area on a glacier where the descent is steep. 

ice shelf - An ice shelf is a thick slab of floating ice that is next to land.

impact crater - 

Inlet. Small indentation in the coastline usually tapering towards its head

island - An island is a piece of land that is surrounded by water.

Islet. Obsolete term in place-names for a very small island. 

isthmus - An isthmus is a narrow strip of land connecting two larger landmasses. An isthmus has water on two sides.

kame - irregularly shaped hill or mound composed of sand, gravel and till that accumulates in a depression on a retreating glacier, and is then deposited on the land surface with further melting of the glacier

karst - A landscape composed of limestone features including sinkholes, caves, and underground streams

keep - The stronghold of a castle.

kettle - shallow, sediment-filled body of water formed by retreating glaciers or draining floodwaters.

Khalij - Gulf

Knoll(s). Small hill or relatively low mountain or nunatak.

Lacustrine - plain formed by a lake filling with sediment

Lagoon. Enclosed area of salt or brackish water separated at times from the sea by a more or less effective obstacle such as a beach bar, or partially impounded against the land by an ice shelf, cf. lake. 

lahar - A volcanic mudflow

lave dome - roughly circular mound-shaped protrusion resulting from the slow extrusion of viscous lava from a volcano.

lava spine - upright cylindrical mass of lava caused by the upward squeezing of pasty lava inside a volcanic vent.

lava tubes - natural conduits through which lava travels beneath the surface of a lava flow, expelled by a volcano during an eruption. They can be actively draining lava from a source, or can be extinct, meaning the lava flow has ceased and the rock has cooled and left a long, cave-like channel.

lavaka - a landslide-looking hold in a hill, actually formed by a gulley.

Ledge. Flat-topped ridge.

levee (also dike, dyke, embankment, floodbank, stopbank) - wall or slope against a river or coast.

maar - broad, low-relief volcanic crater that is caused by a phreatomagmatic eruption, an explosion caused by groundwater coming into contact with hot lava or magma. A maar characteristically fills with water to form a relatively shallow crater lake. 

machair (or machar) - fertile low-lying grassy plain, either a sand-dune pasture or the land between beach and peat bogs

malpais - landform characterized by eroded rocks of volcanic origin in an arid environment. 

mamelon - a hill formed by eruption of "stiff" lava.

mark - boundary between countries

march - border of a country or an area of land; a frontier.

      - tract of land bordering on two countries and claimed by both.

marsh - 

Massif. Compact group of mountain heights, which may be partly or almost entirely ice-covered. 

meadow - 

meander - irregular s-bending of a river

Megalopolis - clusters of very large cities. 

mesa - A mesa is a land formation that has a flat area onthe top and steep walls - mesas usually occur in dry areas.

mine - 

monadnock (also inselberg) - isolated rock hill, knob, ridge, or small mountain that rises abruptly from a gently sloping or virtually level surrounding plain.

monolith - structure made of a singular rock, usually a pillar-like peak 

moor - A broad area of open land, often high but poorly drained, with patches of heath and peat bogs.

moraine - A ridge of unsorted and unconsolidated glacial deposits

Moss. Peat-bog. 

moulin - narrow, tubular chute, hole or crevasse through which water enters a glacier from the surface

mount - abbr. of mountain

mountain -

mountain range -

nahr - (Arabic) river

Narrows. Contracted part of a channel or strait. 

Ness. A cape, point or promontory.

nook - a secluded or sheltered place; retreat

Nunatak. Small mountain, rocky crag, or outcrop projecting from a glacier, ice shelf or snowfield. 

oasis - An oasis is a place in the desert that has water and is fertile.

ocean -

oued - (Arabic) river

Outcrop(s). Area of exposed rock

oxbow lake - Crescent-shaped lakes, once part of a river meander, but now separated from the river and surrounded by land.

pass - see gap

Passage. Navigable channel between two seas or oceans, or between reefs or islands. 

patch - synonymous with shoal.

Peak. A hill or mountain with a comparatively sharp summit. 

peninsula - A peninsula is a body of land that is surrounded by water on three sides.

piedmont -  An area of land formed or lying at the foot of a mountain or mountain range.

Pike(s). Synonymous with peak. 

Pillar. Synonymous with pinnacle for an off-shore rock. 

Pingo (also hudrolaccolith) - mound of earth-covered ice that can reach up to 70 metres in height and up to 600m in diameter.

Pinnacle(s). A rock rising shear from the sea bottom, or slender peak or rock on land. 

pit - 

pit crater - depression formed by a sinking of the ground surface lying above a void or empty chamber, rather than by the eruption of a volcano or lava vent.

plain - Plains are flat lands that have only small changes in elevation.

plateau - A plateau is a large, flat area of land that is higher than the surrounding land

Plug. Volcanic neck. 

point - A tapering extension of land projecting into water; a peninsula, cape, or promontory

pond - 

Pool. Small body of fresh or brackish water, or lagoon

port - 

potrero - long mesa that at one end slopes upward to higher terrain

prairie - A prairie is a wide, relatively flat area of land that has grasses and only a few trees.

promontory -  A high ridge of land or rock jutting out into a body of water; a headland

psuedocrater - volcanic landform which resembles a true volcanic crater, but differs in that it is not an actual vent from which lava has erupted.

Qanat - Canal

quarry - 

rampart -   A fortification consisting of an embankment, often with a parapet built on top.

range - A range is a chain of mountains and/or high elevations.

rapids -

ravine - A deep narrow valley or gorge in the earth's surface worn by running water.

Reef. Area of rocks, attached or unattached to shore, where the depth of water constitutes a danger to navigation

ria - "drowned river valley". sea level rising fills valley and creates a very large estuary

ridge -  A long, narrow chain of hills or mountains

rift valley - linear-shaped lowland between highlands or mountain ranges created by the action of a geologic rift or fault.

Rip. A strait with strong tidal stream. 

river -

road - 

rock arch - 

sandur - glacial outwash plain formed of sediments deposited by meltwater at the terminus of a glacier.

sahara - (Arabic) desert, plain

salt marsh - intertidal zone between land and salt water

scree - an accumulation of weathered rock fragments at the foot of a cliff or hillside, often forming a sloping heap Also called talus.

sea -

sea cave - 

sebkha - (Arabic) salt marsh

Sink - also known as an alkali flat, playa or sabkha, a desert basin with no outlet which periodically fills with water to form a temporary lake

Skerry. Small rocky island. 

Snowfield. Large expanse of permanent ice and snow which may extend down to sea-level, or may be intermontane, cf. plateau. 

sound - A sound is a wide inlet of the sea or ocean that is parallel to the coastline; it often separates a coastline from a nearby island.

source - A source is the beginning of a river.

Spire(s). Spire-like peak. 

Spit. Long narrow shoal or a tongue of land extending from the shore. 

spring - A small stream of water flowing naturally from the earth

Spur. Projection from a mountain or range. 

Stack. High and precipitous detached rock near shore. 

strait - A strait is a narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of water.

Strand crack. Fissure at the junction between inland ice and flating ice (due mainly to tides)

strath - large valley, typically a river valley that is wide and shallow (as opposed to a glen which is typically narrower and deep).

stream - 

Stump. Flat-topped hill or mountain. 

subglacial mound - volcano beneath a glacier eventuating in a conical hill or mountain.

Summit. Highest point of a hill or mountain, or the feature itself.

Table. Synonymous with plateau. 

Tal - Hill

talus - see scree

terrace -  A flat, narrow stretch of ground, 

tombolo (or tied island) - a deposition landform in which an island is attached to the mainland by a narrow piece of land such as a spit or bar

Tooth. Tooth shaped rock or nunatak. 

Tower(s). Tower-like hill, mountain or nunatak. 

track - 

tributary - A tributary is a stream or river that flows into a larger river.

Trough. Depression of sea floor

tundra - A tundra is a cold, treeless area; it is the coldest biome.

tuya - distinctive, flat-topped, steep-sided volcano formed when lava erupts through a thick glacier or ice sheet.

uplands - Land or an area of land of high elevation, especially when level.

vale - A valley, often coursed by a stream; a dale.

valley -

volcanic crater - circular depression in the ground caused by volcanic activity

volcanic dam - natural dam produced by volcanic activity.

volcanic field - localised area of the earth's crust that is prone to localized volcanic activity.

volcano - A volcano is a mountainous vent in the Earth's crust.

vuori - mountain in finnish

wadi -  valley, gully, or streambed in northern Africa and southwest Asia that remains dry except during the rainy season.

wald - open upland

walk - a road

Wall. Nearly vertical scarp.

watch - 

waterfall - 

wetland - A wetland is an area of land that is often wet; the soil in wetlands are often low in oxygen.

woods -

wick - a village or hamlet

woodland -  

