
 
There are many different ways you can create your own parchments with programs but for me 
personally, nothing beats one you can hold in your hands. I decided to try out different techniques and 
after several attempts I’ve come up with one that works for me. It gives you complete control of the 
final parchment and is quick and simple.  
You will be using an oven to bake in the color on your parchment. Just like all things when using an oven, 
please use extreme care. Keep a steady watch on your parchment while it is baking… you can never be 
too careful. 
 

Standard copy paper or Cardstock 
12 cups of coffee (cold or hot) 
9 x 9 baking dish 
Cookie sheet 
 
1. Preheat your oven to 300° Fahrenheit. 
If you are using a gas stove and this is your 
first time trying this, set it to 250°. You will 
have to bake your parchment an extra 3 – 5 
minutes but as I said before, you can never be 
too careful. Go ahead and brew your coffee 
while your oven is preheating if you haven’t 
already done so. I like to make mine very 
strong so that it stains darker. 
 
2. When your coffee is brewed, pour it 
into your baking dish. You will not need the 
full 12 cups; you don’t want it to overflow. 
One or two inches should be enough.  

 
 
3. Place your paper into the dish and 
spoon the coffee over the top of it until 
completely covered. Let it soak in the coffee for about 5 minutes. If you are using cold coffee, you 
should let it soak a bit longer to make sure it absorbs a good amount. 
 
4. Once it is done soaking, carefully pull it out of the pan by lifting one corner with a spoon or your 
fingers (only if it’s cold coffee should you user your fingers. Not trying to burn you here) and put it flat 
onto your cookie sheet. Any bubbles or wrinkles will come out on your final parchment so if you want 
them, now is the time to go to town on it. It may look only slightly darker than it was when you put it in 
but don’t worry; baking it will make it darker. There are other things you can do to it at this stage but I 
will cover that below.  

 
 
5. Put it in the oven for 5 minutes or until the edges are dry. If you are using cardstock, it will need 
some extra time to dry while baking. Check on it every couple of minutes and when you see the edges 
lift up, it is ready to be pulled out. 

Standard parchment 



Dark Spots 

Double Baked 

 

If you want it to be darker after the first bake, 
you can try double baking it. Put it back on the 
cookie sheet and spoon more of the coffee over 
it until the edges are wet again. Any excess 
coffee not soaked up by the paper should be 
dumped back into your baking dish and then you 
can bake it again. Please use extreme caution 
when doing this because it may not take very 
long to bake this time depending on your paper.  
 

Adding water spots can give you different effects 
your parchment. If it is completely dry, it can 
give you sharp edges around the drop. If the 
parchment is wet, it will spread a lot and leave a 
white spot which can be just as nice. Water spots 
will not show up if applied before baked but if 
you pull out your parchment a minute or two 
before done baking, you can add the spots and 
stick it back in. The best way to do this is with an 
eye dropper but if you don’t have one, you can 
wet your finger and let it drip onto the paper. 

 

Perhaps one of my favorite things to do to my 
papers is adding dark spots. Before you bake your 
parchment, you can sprinkle spices or sugar onto 
them and they will bake onto your paper. My 
personal favorite is Cloves for really dark spots or 
Chocolate sugar. The bonus of this is even if your 
parchment comes out unusable, at least your home 
is filled with an even nicer smell! 
 

When scanning my parchments, I make sure to 
change the Resolution to either 300 or 600 
depending on what I want to do with them but if 
your computer cannot handle it, leave it at the 
default. Once you’ve scanned it onto your 
computer, you may notice some problems with 
edges being uneven. If you are using Photoshop, 
open the scan and double click the background and 
convert it. Hit ctrl + T or Edit > Free Transform. 
Switch to the ‘Warp’ mode and mess with the edges 
until they are flush with the working space.  


